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News & Highlights for Frienµs of the CDR Radio Network

Personally Speaking
Have you ever noticed how quickly time passes ... how
consistently the minutes lead to hours, then days and
months and, ultimately, years.
As we near the end of 1997 and reflect on the past year,
there are many memories that come to my mind. The Bible
directs us to recall our past experiences. In the Old
Testament, the God of Israel encouraged His people to
remember how He delivered them from bondage in Egypt
and sustained them for 40 years in the wilderness.
The CDR Radio Network is celebrating 35 years of
magnifying Christ through radio. Scores of staff members
and ministry partners can attest to our Lord's faithfulness in
sustaining this outreach over the years. I was privileged to
witness the first days of our flagship station, WCDR-FM,
in December, 1962. Three other men were intricately
involved in the launching of this ministry at that time:
Dr. James T. Jeremiah; his son, Dr. David Jeremiah; and
Dr. John Reed. You will find excerpts from interviews with
these men in this issue of FamilyLine. I trust you will
praise God with me as we review the trail of victories He
accomplished in those early days of FM broadcasting.
Many faithful staff members (including Wayne Shepherd
-see interview on page five) have invested their lives in
making God's Word available to the masses in the past
three and one-half decades. We all share a singular passion

with you ... a heartfelt desire to magnify Christ to neighbors
who desperately need to hear the Good News.
We are thankful for the outpouring of support during our
recent lngathering time. Overall, we experienced a net
increase in gifts and faith promise commitments. The
outstanding need for operating funds was reduced to just
under $50,000 as of the latest November reporting date. I
have enclosed a business reply envelope should you choose
to provide a special gift to sustain the ministry of God's
Word over the station that serves your community.
Thank you for your intercessory prayer and your
financial support of this
ministry. You are like a
reliable clock to us,
reminding us of God's
provisions each day.
Because He Lives,

f:J,~

Paul Gathany,
General Manager
The CDR Radio Network
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Interview with
Dr. David Jeremiah
CDR Radio Networ k Co-Fou nder, Pastor of
Shadow Mounta in Commu nity Church ,
speake r on "Turnin g Point" radio program
FamilyLine: David, you come back to campus often. What is it
like to come back and observe the growth of the College and its
ministries?

David Jeremiah: There are so many memories here. I grew up
in this town and went to college here. I went to high school
across the street. I was here when CDR got started, and the
memories are really vivid.
FL: Radio has been a part of your life for so many
years. How did you first become interested in
Christian radio?

David: I started out here at Cedarville thinking
that I was going to have a career in radio, not as
a speaker or preacher. I was a DJ for an FM
station in this area for a while, and God just put
that on hold while I went to seminary and got
ready for the ministry. When I got out of
seminary and started in the church, then I
began to have opportunities connected to media
outreach. I was reminded that if you commit your way unto the
Lord, He gives you the desires of your heart. I found radio to be
an exciting way of communicating the truth.

FL: What was it about radio that you felt would be particularly
advantageous to building the local church?

David: I read a book that Warren Wiersbe wrote on using our
imagination. In it he tells of asking a little girl if she liked
television or radio better, and she said she liked radio
better because the pictures were better. For a lot of us,
that's true. If we grew up before TV, and some of us
remember those days, the vivid imaging that we did
when we listened to the "Lone Ranger" and other
programs was great, and for some of us , television
was somewhat of a disappointment. I think that for
Christian broadcasters, like myself and Chuck
Swindoll and the others, radio is doing so well
because it is a convenient media-a media that
you can enjoy even when you are doing something
else. We get dozens of letters from people who
listen to us every day on their way to work or on their way home
from work or while they're taking their kids to school. You can
internalize it, and it is just so available to everyone .
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Interview with
Dr. James T. Jeremiah
Co-Founder of the CDR Radio Network,
Chancellor of Cedarville College, speaker
on "The Senior Advantage" radio program
Paul Gathany: What do you remember about the early days of
WCDR?
Dr. Jeremiah: Well, I remember that there were two young men
in school, Paul Gathany and David Jeremiah, who seemed to think
radio was the thing, and they both turned out to be radio people. It
wasn't a bad guess, was it?

Paul: I guess not.
Dr. Jeremiah: And the thing that is amazing is that we started
out, more or less, as a station to cover the campus. We had a
vision of doing something more. Now it's wonderful to see what
we have today. I'm glad we're still with it.

Paul: One of the burdens of your heart now, I know, is that of
evangelism and reaching the lost for Christ. One of the real
thrilling parts about the ministry for me here at CDR Radio is to
get the response back from folks who have met Christ because
they heard something on the radio or they were led to a
relationship with Christ because of some of the programs that
have been on the air.
Dr. Jeremiah: Yes, that's what it is all about. If we couldn't do
that then just exercising voices on the air wouldn't amount to
much.

Paul: That's right. Some of our listeners would be interested in
knowing what kind of background you have had in radio yourself.
I know it goes back a great number of years.
Dr. Jeremiah: I can remember the crystal set I had. I think I had a

one-tube set to begin with. I
made two or three of them, and
I had the joy of seeing them
work and sometimes not work.
We never had a radio in our
family until I was ready to leave
home. I've always had an
interest in it from the standpoint
of the gospel since I got saved. I
saw that it was an opportunity to
reach lives for Christ. I really
had an interest in that, so when I
was pastor in Toledo we had a program 15 minutes a day, and part
of the time a Sunday night meeting broadcast, and then in Dayton,
and then at the College we had the "Light for Living," and now
we have "The Senior Advantage," so we 're still at it.
Paul: Tell us more about the burden of your heart for "The Senior
Advantage"?
Dr. Jeremiah: I have a feeling that there are a lot of seniors my
age, and maybe younger and older, who have been members of
churches all their lives, but they've never been saved. I try with
almost every message I give (everything has to do with Christian
living) to work in the gospel so that these people will know how
to be saved and trust the Lord. I have a good time talking to them.

Paul: On a more personal note, I would like to thank you for the
opportunity you gave me to be part of this ministry, because it was
back in the day when you were president that I was hired to be
part of the ministry here. I appreciate every day the opportunity to
be involved.
Dr. Jeremiah: Well, the Lord has helped you to do a great work.
You've been a good leader, and you've had an outreach and a
desire to see beyond today and see something happen. God
blesses that, and He's done that with you.
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Interview with
Dr. John Reed
Co-Foun der of the CDR Radio Network,
Senior Professor Emeritus of Pastoral
Ministries at Dallas Theologi cal Seminary

I don't know whether organ
music and poetry would go
today, but I had a Jot of fun
doing that.

Paul Gathany: First of all, let's orient listeners as to your
present role and what it has been over the past several years at
Dallas Theological Seminary.

Paul: Yes, I'm remembering
that you may have had some
frustrations, too. We had our
share of equipment troubles.

John Reed: I am senior professor emeritus of pastoral
ministries, which means I retired. I'm 70 this year, and I retired
in 1993. I continue to work in the Doctor of Minisny program.
Paul: Prior to going to Dallas Seminary, you were on the
faculty of Cedarville College. During that time WCDR came in
to the picture, and you had an important role in that. What do
you remember about your involvement during the initial days of
WCDR?
John: Well, my primary remembrance, Paul, is that I knew that
Dr. James T. Jeremiah loved radio. He had been involved with
radio for years as a pastor and he really, really, really wanted
radio, so he asked me if I would help, and by the grace of God,
you and I came together. I worked on a minor in radio and
television education while earning my Ph.D. in communication
at Ohio State, and so we put it together-a 15 watt FM station,
mainly serving the campus as I recall. Seven years later, when I
left, I remember it being 3,000 watts, and I think we were the
first college station to be fully automated.
Paul: Well, I think you are about right. There weren't many
around. One of the things I remember very distinctly is that you
spent a lot of time in the studio yourself with a program called
"Moonlight Meditations."
John: Yes, I did "Moonlight Meditations" for many years. I
wanted to do a late night program with organ music and poetry.

John: As I remember, Paul,
virtually everything we had was
at least first or second or third generation used. I don't know
that we had anything new. I remember that you used to go to
those auctions of used equipment and come home with all this
stuff and make it work. You always amazed me, how you did
that. I hope they let you buy new things once in a while now.
Paul: Oh, yes. In fact, in order to be competitive you have to in
most areas. At that time, John, can you remember back as to
what kind of values did you associate with the operation of
WCDR?
John: That's a good question. I think, primarily, it began with
Dr. Jeremiah and his value system. He valued radio highly, and
he felt it had a very significant influence for the Lord in the real
world, and because of that, I operated primarily on his values. I
agreed with him and was willing to serve him in that manner. I
think that was and still is a true assessment, that radio is a major
player in touching people for Christ around the world.
Paul: Thank you for being such an encouragement to so many
of us and thank you for enabling me to see where I had a place
to serve God even in the Christian radio realm. I really
appreciate that.
John: Well, you're very kind, Paul. I think about all those
continued

page 6
••••••••• ••••••••• ••••••••• ••••••••• ••••••••• ••••••••• ••••••••• ••••••••• •••••••••on••••••

'

Twenty-four
hour operation

fa ml l y

LINE

Interview with
Wayne Shepherd
WCDR-FM Program Director from 1971197 4, Director of Program Operations
at Moody Broadcasting Network
Paul Gathany: What are some of the memories you have of the
years you served as Program Director at WCDR-FM?
Wayne Shepherd: My first memory was getting to know my
wife, Becky, when she served as secretary at WCDR. Our
romance budded at the radio station, which if I were going to
find a wife while I was at Cedarville, it would have had to bud
at the radio station, because I never went anywhere else.

Paul: We remember those days with fondness. You've had an
interesting opportunity, in that you've seen a network grow up.
Wayne: Paul, I am so grateful to WCDR for what it is today
and what it meant to me many years ago, and what you mean to
me, because it's really where the Lord grew me up a little bit in
radio. I have known since I was 13 years old that I wanted to be
in radio. I just didn't know how that was going to work out. I
chose Cedarville because of the opportunity at the radio station,
and God blessed every opportunity.

Paul: As you think back, are there any special memories or
funny things that you would like to share?
Wayne: There were so many things that happened. WCDR was
really the focal point of my college life. Between classes and in
the evenings, I would spend time at the radio station. There was
a whole gang of us who fellowshipped and had such great
times. I suppose the funniest thing I remember happening was,
of course, broadcasting a basketball game. I don't know how
you do it now, but in those days it was done over telephone
lines for away games. Jim Phipps was doing play by play, and
he was on a telephone in some gymnasium in the far comer of

the Midwest, I suppose, and the
control room operator decided
that it was time to hang up the
phone that was just lying on the
floor, cutting off our
connection. Jim didn't know
that he had been cut off, so he
kept talking and doing play by
play, and of course, we didn't
have anything on the air! We
finally called a pay phone in
the gymnasium where the
basketball game was, and told them to go over and tell the playby-play announcer to hang up the phone so that we could call
him back. We got it all set up and working again and said, "OK
we're back on the air," and the operator reached over and hung
up the phone a second time. We went through the whole thing
again. Those were some of the lessons we learned.
Paul: Any other thoughts?
Wayne: Paul, Christian radio is so valuable-the
encouragement that comes, the constant comfort, the teaching,
the companionship that comes from WCDR and the
CDR Radio Network. We hear from so many people who
respond to the radio as their friend, and that's an imp01tant
dynamic that we never want to lose. Radio has always been a
one-on-one relationship. It's mass media, yes, but it's really
a relationship between that listener and the person at the radio
station. Through the years there have been so many dramatic
testimonies of how lives have been changed, marriages
have been restored and built strong, just because people
constantly have that nourishing effect of the Word of God
coming through that radio station in their home. You and I
have both traveled places where they would give an awful lot
to have Christian radio like we enjoy, and we should never take
that for granted .
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continued from page 4

students across the years who have been touched by actually doing radio, a
number that are still in radio in various ways. So it's been a good ministry across
the years and a great joy.
Paul: Certainly God has blessed and He has provided day by day, and we're just
so very grateful for that.
John: You know what I think? I think the station is an ongoing miracle. I was a
little fearful, as you were, whether from year to year we would be on the budget
enough to survive. I think it goes back to the vision of Cedarville College and of
its administration over the years, and I think they need to be commended in a
very real way for their willingness to make the sacrifice that made it all possible.
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Life Issues
Euthanasia
Abortion
Suicide
Capital Punishment
The first place to turn for
life's tough issues

\

When someone you love is struggling with the difficult issues of life, it's
difficult to know where to turn for counsel. We sometimes forget that the best
counsel available is already at our fingertips. Cedarville College President
Dr. Paul Dixon provides biblical counsel to help you or a loved one discover
guidelines that God provides for dealing with life's complex issues.

Pray for
Angel Tree
A young mother of four was on drugs
and alcohol. She really didn't know
where her children were most of the
time. The father in prison signed up for
his children to get Angel Tree gifts.
When a church volunteer dropped off the
gifts and shared about the love of God,
the children agreed to attend a regular
children's Bible study. After a period of
time, the mother agreed to attend the
church. Through the compassionate
efforts of volunteers, she made a
commitment to Christ and has stayed
away from the alcohol and drugs which
plagued her life. Her husband is now
home and attends church with his family.
This story of an Ohio family is not
unusual for those who have been
involved in Project Angel Tree. It's not
too late for you to get involved. Call
CDR Radio at 1-800-333-0601 for
information on how you can help in this
C_h~istmas g i f t - I \
g1vmg program
that warms
hearts all
"'
year
long.

This four tape series is available (postage paid) for $17 .85
TO ORDER- CALL CDR RADIO at 1-800-333-0601

Call Us!

(Cece!

ANGEL TREE,,

A Ministry of Prison Fellowship
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Credits

24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week
To share a prayer request, ask a question, or if you have
a spiritual need.

CDR R adio FamilyLine

For audio cassette copies of Cedarville College Chapel
messages: Call Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
(Ohio time)
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